(3) Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 1-197865 (1989) 
"System Controller" 

The following is an extract relevant to the present application. 

This invention relates to a system controller of an electronic computer system, and 
more particularly, it relates to a bus-use right. 

When bus access from a module with a low priority is rejected, the time is 
measured so as to preferentially grant bus access to that module if that module is not 
awarded access for a predetermined time period or longer. 
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